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• 2023-2024 Applications for 
Free and Reduced-Price 
School Meals (NDS)

• 2023-2024 Application 
Letter to Household (NDS)

• 2023-2024 Application 
Directions

• 2023-2024 Letters to 
Household (now 
consolidated)

• Media Release Prototypes 
(now consolidated)
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New Releases
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Coming soon!
• ARM Update (multiple 

sections for clarification)
• Verification letter 

templates
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New Releases

https://squaremeals.org/Programs/National-School-
Lunch-Program/Policy-ARM

New SY 2023-2024 FAQs
• On the Policy/ARM page
• Under Policy Updates 

and News
• Use the + sign to expand 

the module.
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Noncongregate Extreme Heat Waiver
• Sites are outdoors and exposed to the weather.
• No alternative, temperature-controlled locations at which to 

provide congregate summer service.
• The National Weather Service (NWS) has issued a Heat Advisory, 

Excessive Heat Warning, or Excessive Heat Watch for the area. 
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New Releases

https://squaremeals.org/Programs/Summer-
Meal-Programs/Administration-Forms 

https://squaremeals.org/Programs/Summer-Meal-Programs/Administration-Forms
https://squaremeals.org/Programs/Summer-Meal-Programs/Administration-Forms
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Noncongregate Extreme Heat Waiver
• One request form per day (multiple sites can be submitted per 

form)
•  Must be grab-n-go and served directly to children DAILY.

• Parent pick-up NOT allowed.
• Multi-day bundling NOT allowed.

• Do not need to indicate intent to participate in the site 
applications.
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New Releases

https://squaremeals.org/Programs/Summer-
Meal-Programs/Administration-Forms 

https://squaremeals.org/Programs/Summer-Meal-Programs/Administration-Forms
https://squaremeals.org/Programs/Summer-Meal-Programs/Administration-Forms


6

2023-2024 reimbursement rates published 
to SquareMeals:
• https://squaremeals.org/Programs/National-

School-Lunch-Program/Reimbursement-Rates 
• Extra $0.40 per lunch and $.15 provided by the 

Keep Kids Fed Act expired June 30, 2023.
• New rates reflect an adjustment to the base rate 

from Program Year (SY) 2022–2023.
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Reimbursement Rates

https://squaremeals.org/Programs/National-School-Lunch-Program/Reimbursement-Rates
https://squaremeals.org/Programs/National-School-Lunch-Program/Reimbursement-Rates
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Ended June 30:

• Offsite monitoring waivers
• For allowable offsite flexibilities and strategies:

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/oversight-monitoring-onsite-offisite-
school-meals-programs

• Fiscal action flexibility for supply chain disruptions
• Keep Kids Fed Act (KKFA) higher reimbursements
• Non-congregate waivers in the event of a COVID outbreak.
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End of COVID-19 Flexibilities

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/oversight-monitoring-onsite-offisite-school-meals-programs
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/oversight-monitoring-onsite-offisite-school-meals-programs
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